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ulius Evola, in a secret report sent on the 31 August 1938 
by an agent of the Ahnenerbe to the Reichsfiihrer 
Heinrich Himmler on a series of three lectures he gave in 
Berlin, was accused of 'exerting pressure on the leaders 
and the officials of the Party and of the State’ and of 
‘developing an activity of propaganda in neighbouring 
countries'. The 'neighbouring countries' which the report 
mentions are France and Romania, in the capital city of 
which, Bucharest, Evola, as we know from his memoirs, 
met Mircea Eliade, who introduced him to Corneliu 





Codreanu, the leader of the Iron Guard, a member of 





THE TRAGEDY OF THE ROMANIAN 
'TIRON GUARD' : CODREANU 


The car is leading us outside the suburbs of the city, ona 
long, wretched, provincial street, under a grey and rainy 
sky. It suddenly turns left, enters a countryside path, 
stops in front ofa small villa with sharp outlines, the 
'Green House’, the centre of the 'Iron Guard’. "We built it 
ith our own hands", the leader of the legionaries who is 
accompanying us tells us, not without a certain pride. We 
come in, walk through a sort of guardroom, reach the 
first floor. Through a group of Legionaries who part 
comes towards us a young, tall, slender man, with an 
uncommon expression of nobleness, frankness and energy 
imprinted on his face : azure grey eyes, open forehead, 
genuine Roman-Aryan type : and, mixed with virile traits, 
something contemplative, mystical in the expression. This 
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a subversive nature, or that it had aims in any way other 


than those of national and anti-Semitic reconstruction of 
the 'fascist' or National Socialist type, respectful of the 
Yvert baeleble eye vecento) Cem And so? We may legitimately 


wonder about the forces which have caused, or at least 
contributed to, the tragedy of the 'Iron Guard'. When 
Codreanu was arrested for the last time, we were in Paris, 
and we heard the outbursts of joy which went with the 
eluue) Kec LaCevomeymarncmiCanemrrmerter-beletoc Lie tia: becom petetcon 
socialist papers. We are not going too far if we say that, 
after Czechoslovakia, in the whole of Eastern Central 
Europe, Romania is the last area, rich in numerous 
resources, precious both from the economical and the 
strategic point of view, which is still free from the game o 
the obscure 'forces' at work in the 'great democracies’, in 
high finance, in Judeo-socialism; and, for such forces, to 
pursue the short-term myopic interests of a few 
individuals by means of walking across corpses, even the 
corpses of noble and generous youngsters, is only a 
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